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Downtown Master planning, zoning and Land use 

Regulations  
Presented by: Nicholas P. Kalogeresis, AICP 

A DOWNTOWN MASTER PLAN can play a significant role in the success or 

failure of downtown revitalization efforts. This “Downtown Master Planning and 

Zoning Workshop” is a daylong seminar that informs participants about the 

downtown planning process and downtown-friendly planning and zoning 

policies. Participants will learn about the importance of downtown revitalization, 

state planning laws, the nuts and bolts of the downtown planning process, tools 

communities can use to implement the plan, how a downtown plan relates to the 

comprehensive plan and ways that Main Street programs can be advocates for 

better downtown planning, as well as how to do planning in a difficult political 

environment. Through a combination of illustrated lecture, interactive 

discussion, question-and-answer and reference materials, participants walk out 

of the workshop with a clear understanding of the planning process and ways 

that they can infl uence their local planning  

NICHOLAS P. 

KALOGERESIS, AICP, has been 

a program officer with the National 

Trust Main Street Center since 

March 1998. At the Center, Mr. 

Kalogeresis is a specialist in 

nonprofit t organization 

management; downtown and 

community comprehensive 

planning; historic preservation 

planning; downtown design 

management and zoning and land 

use regulations. Mr. Kalogeresis has 

been a frequent contributor for the 

NMSC’s Main Street News and has 

written several articles on topics 

such as visioning, downtown 

planning and zoning. Before joining 

the Center, he was the suburban 

coordinator with the Illinois Main 

Street Program for two years. Before 

joining Illinois Main Street, he led a 

Main Street program in Ottawa, Illinois. 

A Chicago native, Mr. Kalogeresis holds 

a bachelor’s degree in history from 

Elmhurst College and a master’s degree in 

urban and regional planning from the 

University of Illinois at Urbana- 

Champaign. He is also currently a 

member of the American Institute of 

Certified Planners and a sitting 

commissioner of the Village of Oak Park 

(Illinois) Historic Preservation 

Commission.  

 

Specific workshop objectives: 

• To educate participants about good 

downtown land use planning 

principles 

 •  T o  g i ve  pa r t i c ipan t s  an 

understanding of planning and land 

use terminology 

 • To instruct participants how to infl 



 
 It is a distinct pleasure to serve this year as 

President of the Kansas Downtown Development 

Association.  I truly have been able to work with a 

number of strong downtown advocates on the 

KDDA Board of Directors.   

 

 2007 started with a successful Day on the 

Hill as many of our members took time on January 

30th to visit with their legislators and discuss issues 

important to Kansas downtowns.  Thanks to Christy 

Davis and the Legislative Committee for its work on 

this day and look elsewhere in this newsletter for 

more about the Day on the Hill.   

 

 Please know that your phone calls, letters 

and e-mails to legislators are making a 

difference!  We continue to hear that legislators 

know about the downtown constituency and this is a 

direct reflection on the actions of our Main Street 

and Partnership members.  We sincerely appreciate 

your efforts, but there is still more work to be done.  

Director Kelsey will continue to stay in touch with 

our members via e-mail as legislative issues arise 

and throughout the remainder of the year.   

 

 In March, the Board held its annual retreat to 

focus on the future of the organization.  A workplan 

was developed and will be posted on the KDDA 

website http://kddadowntown.org Highlights of the 

retreat included discussion of increased efforts to 

communicate and educate members.  In 2007 we will 

continue our strong partnership with the Kansas Main 

Street Program to provide excellent training 

opportunities for Main Street and KDDA Partnership 

cities.  The next dates for training are May 1st and 2nd 

as identified in this newsletter, and future dates will 

be in August and October. 

 

 We’re here for you, so please take the time to 

check out the web site and let me or any Board 

member know if you have comments about KDDA or 

our activities.  I’m looking forward to a great year for 

Kansas Downtowns!     

 

Karen Davis 

Manhattan   

NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Mark your Calendar 
 

May 1 - 2 
Kansas Main Street  

Quarterly Training 

Marysville, KS 

New Website Feature 
 

KDDA members can now have their events 

posted on the KDDA website.   

 

http://www.kddadowntown.org/.  
 

 In order to have your event posted you must 

include the title, the date, the time, and place in an 

email to kddaintern@gmail.com.  All emails must 

be received 3 weeks in advance to insure all 

events get posted.    

"Great things are not 

done by impulse, but 

by a series of small 

things brought 

together.”  



Legislative Update:  Keep Telling Your Story 
 
In the past several months, KDDA has been tracking several legislative items related to Kansas downtowns 
and historic preservation.  We appreciate everything you are doing to voice support for Kansas downtowns.  
KDDA encourages you to continue to share your story with the state legislature and Congress.  Below are 
summaries of key state and federal legislation – and information about how you can help.  Thanks in part to 
your help, House Bill 2405 passed in both the House and Senate on April 3 (see below)! 

 
Office of Rural Opportunity 

 
The Governor’s Rural Initiative includes funding for the Small Business Development Center, $100,000 for 
community capacity building grants, and a $200,000 enhancement for the Kansas Main Street Program.  It 
will be considered in Omnibus at the end of the Legislative Session.   
 

Senate Bill 331/House Bill 2405 
 
Senate Bill 331, as first introduced in the Kansas Senate by Senators Derek Schmidt, Jean Schodorf, and 
Chris Steineger on February 7, would have increased the state rehabilitation tax credit from 25% to up to 
70%.  Now Substitute House Bill 2405, the bill has been amended to provide an increased rehabilitation tax 
credit of 30% for 501(c)3s only, as well as tax credits for donations to state historic sites and local 
partnership sites.  The Senate passed the amended bill unanimously on March 21.  The House and Senate 
have appointed a conference committee, whose members include Representatives Wilk, Carlson and 
Holland and Senators Allen, Derek Schmidt and Lee, presented recommendations to the House and 
Senate.  Both bodies passed the bill on April 3.  The bill will now go to the Governor for her signature.  If 
signed into law, this legislation would provide an incentive for donations to certified historic sites, such as 
museums, similar to the incentive available through the Community Development tax credit program. 

 
OUR VOICES OUR BEING HEARD! 

 

For contact information for your state legislator or senator, go to http://www.kslegislature.org/
legsrv-house/index.do" http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-house/index.do 

 

If you have questions about the above-mentioned federal legislation, please contact  

KDDA Legislative Committee Chair Christy Davis at christykdavis@yahoo.com 

Workshop Agenda  

May 2, 2007 • 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  
 

9:00 a.m.  
• Introduction to downtown master planning  

• Reasons why Main Street Programs should plan  

9:30 a.m.  
• Brief history of U.S. urban planning  

• Latest downtown planning trends  

• Downtown master planning principles  

10:30 a.m.  Break 

10:45 a.m.  
• Components of a downtown master plan  

• Levels of downtown master planning  

• Small-town planning  

 

Noon Lunch on your own  

1:30 p.m.  

• Zoning basics  

• Constitutional limits to zoning  

2 p.m.  
• Common zoning forms used in Kansas  

3:00 p.m. Break 

3:15 p.m.  
• Other zoning forms  

4 p.m.  
• Common downtown zoning issues/ discussion 

session  

4:45 p.m. Workshop Conclusion  

 

Registration Due April 20, 2007 

Jeanne Stinson or Mary Helmer 

Phone: (785) 296-3485 Fax: (785) 296-3776 

E-mail: jstinson@kansascommerce.com 

E-mail: mhelmer@kansascommerce.com



 

The Kansas Downtown Development Association  
 

 Since 1981, the Kansas Downtown Development 

Association (KDDA) has served as a private sector advocate for 

statewide downtown improvements in Kansas.  Our goal is to 

represent all cities, businesses, and individuals involved in 

downtown revitalization.  In addition to the advocacy role, the 

KDDA facilitates communication and networking among Kansas 

cities striving to improve their downtowns.   

KDDA  

P.O. Box 384 

Topeka, KS 66601 

 


