Downtown Master planning, zoning and Land use

Regulations
Presented by: Nicholas P. Kalogeresis, AICP
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Mark your Calendar New Website Feature

May 1 -2 (
Kansas Main Street &
Quarterly Training

Marysville, KS

"Great things are not
done by impulse, but
by a series of small
things brought
together.”

Please know that your phone calls, letters
and e-mails to legislators are making a

difference! )
&

Karen Davis
Manhattan
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Legislative Update: Keep Telling Your Story

In the past several months, KDDA has been tracking several legislative items related to Kansas downtowns
and historic preservation. We appreciate everything you are doing to voice support for Kansas downtowns.
KDDA encourages you to continue to share your story with the state legislature and Congress. Below are
summaries of key state and federal legislation — and information about how you can help. Thanks in part to
your help, House Bill 2405 passed in both the House and Senate on April 3 (see below)!

Office of Rural Opportunity

The Governor’s Rural Initiative includes funding for the Small Business Development Center, $100,000 for
community capacity building grants, and a $200,000 enhancement for the Kansas Main Street Program. It
will be considered in Omnibus at the end of the Legislative Session.

Senate Bill 331/House Bill 2405

Senate Bill 331, as first introduced in the Kansas Senate by Senators Derek Schmidt, Jean Schodorf, and
Chris Steineger on February 7, would have increased the state rehabilitation tax credit from 25% to up to
70%. Now Substitute House Bill 2405, the bill has been amended to provide an increased rehabilitation tax
credit of 30% for 501(c)3s only, as well as tax credits for donations to state historic sites and local
partnership sites. The Senate passed the amended bill unanimously on March 21. The House and Senate
have appointed a conference committee, whose members include Representatives Wilk, Carlson and
Holland and Senators Allen, Derek Schmidt and Lee, presented recommendations to the House and
Senate. Both bodies passed the bill on April 3. The bill will now go to the Governor for her signature. If
signed into law, this legislation would provide an incentive for donations to certified historic sites, such as
museums, similar to the incentive available through the Community Development tax credit program.

OUR VOICES OUR BEING HEARD!

For contact information for your state legislator or senator, go to http://www.kslegislature.org/
legsrv-house/index.do" http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-house/index.do
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The Kansas Downtown Development Association
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