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PR? Advertising? Promotion? Excitement? Are you overwhelmed by so many ways 
to market your business or downtown that you just don’t know where to start? Don’t 
let marketing scare you! Join us for a crash course in cost-effective ways to promote 
your business or downtown. Is your business or downtown getting enough daily    
traffic? Are you seeing any new faces? If not, it is time to try some terrific traffic 
builders. This program will arm you with concepts, strategies and tactics to help your 
business reach the level of success and the number of visitors you desire – all within 
your limited budget.  
Specific workshop objectives include:  
 
• Creating bullet-proof promotions, public relations and direct mail pieces that      
always work  
• Learning about traffic-building events  
• Expanding your business and downtown’s market share  
• Finding out what will pull customers through the door of downtown businesses  
• Meeting and always exceeding your customers’ expectations  
• Getting noticed in an over-retailed marketplace  
Barbara Wold is an internationally known speaker in the retail and consumer industries. 

More than 45 years of firsthand retail experience in executive and sales management, mar-

keting and repositioning has made Ms. Wold one of retail’s most sought-after speakers and 

consultants. Ms. Wold is an authority on building business through customer-driven strategy 

and maximizing human assets.  

Ms. Wold is the author of The Yearbook, a retail success guide with an award-winning for-

mat. The Yearbook was developed to better equip today’s retailers with the necessary tools to 

succeed, stand out in the marketplace and increase their performance.  

M AR K  YOUR  CA L E NDAR !M AR K  YOUR  CA L E NDAR !M AR K  YOUR  CA L E NDAR !M AR K  YOUR  CA L E NDAR !     

Kansas Downtown Symposium 

October 10-12, 2007 

Hutchinson 

More information coming soon! 

“Man’s mind stretched to a new idea never goes back to its  
original dimensions.”  

~ Oliver Wendell Holmes ~ 

Registration Deadline  
for quarterly training is  

July 27th, 2007 
For more info. contact: 

Mary Helmer at  
(785) 296-3485 

Or  
mhelmer@kansascommerce.com 
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Thanks to your tireless efforts, down-
town and preservation-related bills 
have successfully passed in the Kan-
sas Legislature.  In addition, federal 
legislation meant to enhance rehabili-
tation efforts is progressing in Con-
gress.  Thanks again for sharing your 
story with the state legislature and 
Congress.  Below is a summary of the 
fruits of our successes!   
 
State Legislation 

Office of Rural Opportunity     

 PASSED 

Update 

Thanks in part to your efforts, this 
bill passed!  The Office of Rural Op-
portunity provides for new positions 
throughout the state to assist with 
rural economic opportunities.  A 
$200,000 enhancement will allow the 
Kansas Main Street Program to desig-
nate two new Main Street cities this 
year.  The legislation also provides 
for $500,000 for grants to address 
quality of life issues in small commu-
nities.   In addition, the Kansas Small 
Business Development Center will 
receive $1 million to enhance small 
business services.  Please join KDDA 
in thanking your legislators for sup-
porting this key legislation. 
 
House Bill 2405 

 PASSED 
Update 

This bill also passed.  As enacted, this 
legislation increases the State Reha-
bilitation Tax Credit, administered by 
the Kansas State Historical Society, 
from 25% to 30% for 501(c)3s.  It 
also creates a tax credit and grant pro-
gram to incentivize contributions and 
encourage improvements to state his-
toric sites and local partnership sites, 
similar to the incentive available 
through the Community Service Tax 
Credit Program.  This program is cur-

rently under development.  Please 
join KDDA in thanking your legisla-
tors for supporting this key legisla-
tion. 

 

Federal Legislation 

Community Restoration and Revi-

talization Act  

 PENDING 
Summary 
On February 14, US House and Sen-
ate leaders introduced legislation that 
would improve the federal Rehabili-
tation Tax Credit Program for historic 
properties.  House Resolution 1043 
and Senate Bill 584 would increase 
the federal tax credit from 20% to 
40% for "Main Street" projects - de-
fined as projects that cost less than $2 
million.  The legislation would also 
help synchronize the rehabilitation 
tax credit program with the low in-
come and senior housing credit pro-
gram. 
 
Update 

The House Ways and Means Com-
mittee held a hearing on this legisla-
tion (HR 1043 and S 584) on May 24.  
The National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation provided testimony.  There 
are now 64 co-sponsors in the House, 
including Kansas Representatives 
Dennis Moore and Nancy Boyda, and 
5 in the Senate.  There has been no 
action on the legislation since the 
May 24 hearing.  There are no Kan-
sas delegates on the House Ways and 
Means Committee. 
 
How You Can Help 
Thank Representatives Moore and 
Boyda for their support of this bill.  
The addresses for their in-district of-
fices are below: 
 

Rep. Nancy Boyda 
c/o Jason Fizell 

510 W. 10th  
Topeka, Kansas  66612 
 
Rep. Dennis Moore 
8417 Santa Fe Drive, #101 
Overland Park, Kansas  
66212 

 
If your Congressman has not yet 
signed on to HR 1043 and S 584, 
urge their support and let them know 
how this funding would help in your 
community. 
 

Historic Preservation Fund 

 PENDING 
 Summary 
This funding, which comes from off-
shore oil leases, supports the pro-
grams of the Kansas State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO), includ-
ing pass-thru grants for local preser-
vation planning projects.  Since 
2001, our state's share of this funding 
h a s  d r o p p e d  a l m o s t 
30%.  Preservationists nationwide 
support an increase in preservation 
funding from $35 million to $50 mil-
lion.  (This is less than the funding 
authorized for the program in 
1976!)  In Kansas, this would in-
crease preservation funding from 
$600,000 to $900,000 and help the 
SHPO identify and list properties in 
your communities to make them eli-
gible for additional funding (see be-
low). 
  
Update 

The House Interior Appropriations 
Subcommittee, of which Congress-
man Todd Tiahrt is the Ranking Mi-
nority Member, recommended $50 
million for SHPO funding to the 
House Appropriations Committee.  
The House Appropriations Commit-
tee subsequently approved $45 mil-
lion in funding for SHPOs.  The Sen-

Legislative Wrap-Up:  Our Voice Was Heard 
 By: Christy Davis, KDDA Legislative Committee Chair 
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THANK YOU 

To the City of Marysville 

and Marysville Main 

Street for hosting the  

2nd quarter Main Street 

Training in beautiful 

downtown Marysville  

Representatives from the KDDA 
Board traveled to a community 
meeting in Abilene to discuss 
Downtown as a part of local Pres-
ervation Week activities.  The day 
began with a tour of Downtown 
Abilene and ended with a Commu-
nity discussion on downtown revi-
talization.  The meeting was well 
attended by Abilene downtown 
business people, representatives 
from local government and other 
interests.  Discussion focused on 
the benefits of downtown revitali-
zation and examples of what other 
communities in Kansas are doing.  
We appreciated the opportunity to 
discuss what’s happening in Kan-
sas downtowns and learn more 
about issues facing the Abilene 
community.     

KDDA Travels to  

Abilene 

Karen Davis, KDDA Board 

President 

Marysville was the “May Day” 
hub of information about the 
Downtown Master Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for 92 
participants.  The educational 
day featured Nick Kalogerer-
sis, AICP, a Program Officer 
from the National Main Street 
Center.  Community planning 
for the future use and zoning is 
crucial issue for towns of all 
sizes but more urban areas 
seem to set the examples for 
rural areas to consider.  The 
model presented demonstrated 
that Main Street communities 
as well as downtown and com-
munity improvement organiza-
tions should understand and 
play a key role in partnering 
with city management; col-
laborating to chart the path to-
ward better downtown plan-
ning and smart growth.  Al-
though some may not consider 
this the most dynamic subject, 
wise downtown planning is 
imperative to KDDA members; 
otherwise the core commercial 
district is oftentimes forgotten 
or ignored.  We must play an 
active role within our cities 
planning process! 

2nd Quarter Training  

Review 

Bob Carlson, CPIM 

ate Interior Appropriations Subcom-
mittee marked up the bill on June 19 
and will send to the full Senate Appro-
priations Committee, of which Senator 
Roberts is a member, soon. 
 
How You Can Help 

Thank Congressman Tiahrt for his 
support of these vital preservation pro-
grams.  The address for his Wichita 
office is below: 
 
 Rep. Todd Tiahrt 
 c/o Linda Arensdorf 
 155 N. Market, Suite 400 
 Wichita, Kansas  67202 
 
Thank Congressmen Dennis Moore 
and Jerry Moran, who signed a “Dear 
Colleague” letter urging support of 
increased HPF funding.  
 
Urge Senator Pat Roberts to support an 
HPF increase in the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee.  Senator Roberts is 
on the United States Senate Committee 
on Finance Appropriations).  Contact 
information for his Washington DC 
and Kansas offices can be found at 
http://roberts.senate.gov/public/.  Sena-
tor Roberts has been instrumental in 
efforts related to increased personnel at 
Fort Riley.  Many of the housing pro-
jects - including those at the fort - are 
taking advantage of the rehabilitation 
tax credit program; and all of these 
projects are reviewed by the 
SHPO.  Thank Senator Roberts for his 
past support and urge his support for 
increased funding for SHPOs. 
 

OUR VOICES OUR BEING 

HEARD! 

For contact information for your state 
legislator or senator, go to http://
www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-house/
i n d e x . d o  o r  h t t p : / /
www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-senate/
index.do and click on “Roster.” 

For contact information for your U. S. 
Representative or Senators, go to 

http://www.kansas.gov/government/
us_representatives.html.  
 
If you have questions about the above-
mentioned federal legislation, please 
contact KDDA Legislative Committee 
C h a i r  C h r i s t y  D a v i s  a t 
cdavis@davispreservation.com or 785-
534-5053.   
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KDDA 

P.O. Box 384 

Topeka, Ks 66601 

 Since 1981, the Kansas Downtown Development Associa-
tion (KDDA) has served as a private sector advocate for state-
wide downtown improvements in Kansas. Our goal is to repre-
sent all cities, businesses, and individuals involved in down-
town revitalization. In addition to the advocacy role, the KDDA 
facilitates communication and networking among Kansas cities 
striving to improve their downtowns.  




